
With traditional O’o 
sticks, elected leaders
and friends helped 
us break ground at 
the NFL Youth 
Education Town (YET) 
Center – Hawaii
on February 7, 2008.

The ceremony took 
place at the future 
site of the YET center 
near Nanaikapono 
Elementary School 
in Nanakuli. 

Frank Supovitz, the NFL’s Senior Vice 
President, David Nakada, Executive 
Director of the Boys & Girls Club of 
Hawaii, Myron Brugham, NFL YET 
Center – Hawaii Branch Board President 
and various community and government 
leaders and youth representatives 
were present.  The event included a 
traditional Hawaiian Blessing by Kahu 
Kamaki Kanahele and an ancient chant 
and hula dance performed by the 
Kauikalahiki N’pono Museum Club.  
The NFL YET Center – Hawaii will be 
housed in a new facility located on a 
spacious and lush site in the heart of 
Nanakuli.  

The NFL YET Center – Hawaii, which 
is expected to open in 2009, will be 
operated by Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Hawaii.  The 10,000-square foot facility 
will include an outdoor amphitheater, 
native Hawaiian garden, arts & crafts 
center, technology center and multi-
media studio, teen center, community 
room and a learning center.

Additionally, the NFL YET Center 
– Hawaii is going to be the first 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) certified after-school 
facilities in the YET center network.  The 
LEED Green Building Rating System™ 
encourages and accelerates global 
adoption of sustainable green building 
and development practices through 
the creation and implementation of 
universally understood and accepted 

tools and 
performance criteria. 
The NFL has 
donated close to 
$20 million toward 
YET centers since 
the program began 
in 1993 as a legacy 
of Super Bowl 
XXVII. The primary 
mission of the YET 

initiative is to positively enhance

OF HAWAII

OF HAWAII

F R I E N D S !Issue #16 x Spring 2008

Celebrating 31 Years

Breaking Ground for a Brighter Tomorrow

Great Food, Wine and Friends AT FORMAGGIO’S BAR AND GRILL
When Windward Advisory Members 
approached restaurant owner Wes 
Zane a few months ago with a potential 
fundraising idea, little did they know 
that the conversation would turn into a 
fundraiser for more than 180 guests!

The buzz around the Boys & Girls Club 
fundraiser hosted by Formaggio’s Bar 
and Grill on Sunday, January 27, 2008 
brought about quite a stir in the Kailua 
community. Windward Board members 
were pleasantly surprised when the 

$125 tickets sold like hotcakes.

Friends gathered to support the 
Windward Clubhouse, taste wine 
donated by Better Brands, and sample 
delicious dishes by Formaggio’s. Many 
thanks to Kimo Steinwascher, Ingrid 
Steinwascher, Kristy Scherman, Melissa 
Bruhl, Maureen Purington and Suzy 
Churchill for coordinating the function, 
which raised more than $12,000 for the 
Windward Clubhouse operating budget. 
“This wonderful event was a perfect 

example of the community’s ability to 
come together to support the Windward 
Clubhouse,” said Heather Maughan, 
Windward Branch Board president. u

educational opportunities for at-risk 
children. The NFL accomplishes this 
goal by providing funding to create 
state of the art after-school facilities 
for underserved children, which offer 
tutoring, mentoring, career training, 
computer education and access to 
recreational activities. YET Centers are 
designed to help children succeed by 
providing educational assistance, job 
training, technical instruction, life-skills 
development and recreational outlets.
There are currently 14 YET centers 
operating in eleven Super Bowl host 
cities. The NFL YET Center – Hawaii, 
built as a legacy of the NFL Pro Bowl, 
which has been played in Hawaii since 
1980, will be the only YET facility built 
outside a Super Bowl host city. 1



LOCATIONS
OAHU
Charles C. Spalding Clubhouse 
and The Harry & Jeanette 
Weinberg Teen Center
1704 Waiola St
Honolulu HI 96826
(808)949-4743

Wai’anae Clubhouse
85-165 Plantation Rd
Wai‘anae HI 96792
(808)696-2754

Hale Pono Ewa Beach Clubhouse 
and The Harry & Jeanette 
Weinberg Teen Center
91-884 Ft. Weaver Rd, Suite A
Ewa Beach HI 96706
(808)689-4182

Nanakuli Extension
89-980 Nanakuli Ave
Wai’anae HI 96792
(808)668-9399

Papakolea Extension
1704 Waiola St
Honolulu HI 96826
(808)520-8998

Central Middle School Outreach
1302 Queen Emma St, Bldg E
Honolulu HI 96813

Kauhale Nani Outreach
310 N. Cane St
Wahiawa HI 96792

Aliamanu Middle School
Outreach
3271 Salt Lake Blvd
Honolulu HI 96818
(808)792-5111

Wahiawa Middle School Outreach
275 Rose
Wahiawa HI 96786
(808)792-5111

Windward Clubhouse
145 Kainalu Dr
Kailua HI 96734
(808)263-0555

KAUAI
Kapa’a Clubhouse
4695 Manihuna Rd
Kapa’a HI 96746
(808)821-4406

Waimea Clubhouse
4540 Ola Rd
Waimea HI 96796
(808)338-1418

Lihue Outreach
Kauai Unit Office
3083 Akahi St, #202
Lihue HI 96766
(808)632-0009
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Art with Heart
As the Honolulu Star Bulletin put it, local artist John Koga and other artists’ talents are an 
“Art with Heart.”
 
"We like to try to help the world and change the way people see things," said Koga to the 
Bulletin. "But rarely can we help financially."

Koga and others made their contribution during the One Nighter at Nu’uanu Gallery on 
November 15, 2007.

And what a show it was. All evening long there was a steady stream in to the gallery as 
friends new and old gathered to celebrate local artists in support the Boys & Girls Club.  
Stories were shared while eyes roamed and red dots appeared on art pieces.
 
Many thanks to John Koga, Wailea Roster, and Mariko Merritt for putting together a 
selection of pieces from a long list of local artists. A heart felt mahalo to all the purchasers 
of the evening who purchased various art works, with proceeds of $4,500 benefiting the 
Boys & Girls Club.
 
“We are humbled to have been selected to be a recipient of the event. It was a wonderful 
evening and we look forward to re-vamping our art program to incorporate our youth 
attending First Nights and getting their impression of what type of art they are interested in 
pursuing,”  said David Nakada, Boys & Girls Club of Hawaii Executive Director. a

Boys & Girls Club of Kapa’a  receives a $3,000 donation from 
Starwood Vacation Ownership 
Everyone loves surprises but, when they come with dollar signs attached the surprise is 
that much more exciting. The Boys and Girls Club of Kapa‘a received such a surprise from 
Starwood Vacation Ownership executives in the amount of $3,000.  Boys & Girls Club of 
Kapa’a Program Director Lovey Harper was notified just in time for the holidays about the 
generous donation. 

The Starwood Vacation ownership held a “Holiday Raffle,” selling tickets for $10 a piece, 
and an opportunity for raffle purchasers to win numerous valuable prizes donated by local 
vendors.  The monies raised in this community-giving program effort were made possible 
by Starwood Vacation Ownership employees, friends and families. The selling of 4,000 
tickets provided funds for both the $3,000 donation and the monies needed to adopt 10 
local families this past holiday season.  

Lovey Harper, Program Director of the Boys and Girls Club’s of Kapa’a acknowledged 
the ripple effects of such a generous donation, sharing the zealous reactions of both staff 
and youth.  According to Lovey, the monetary donation and the thoughtfulness of support 
from Starwood Vacation Ownership made for ‘one of the best holiday seasons ever’ for the 
Boys & Girls Club of Hawaii Kapa’a Clubhouse.

This recognition of appreciation was two sided however, as Starwood Vacation Ownership 
shared that the Kapa’a Clubhouse was chosen by members of the community-giving 
program for the critical role the Clubhouse plays in the community.  The Clubhouse 
established in 1993 has been providing a multifaceted array of programs to community 
youth in a caring and safe environment for nearly fifteen years.  The Clubs ability to 
provide a space for youth to explore, grow, learn, and socialize through nationally and 
locally acclaimed Boys & Girls Club programs has definitely caught the attention of 
community members like those on Starwood Vacation Ownerships and others. 

In a partnership with the Rotary Club in November 2007, a multi-phased Clubhouse 
renovation was started.  The kick off began with a repainting of the building.  The 
Starwood Vacation Ownership community-giving program donation will go towards this 
continued Club renovation. z

Lovey Harper,  Kapa’a Club-
house Program Director, Pualani 
Rezentes, Assistant Marketing 
Manager for Princeville and Ann 
Peters, Director of Marketing for 
Princeville present the check to 
Clubhouse kids and staff.



Over 100 corporate board, branch board and 
alliance members gathered together to celebrate 
accomplishments for 2007 as well as address 
challenges for 2008 on January 24, 2008 at the Ala 
Moana Hotel.  

Paula Boyce, Frear Eleemosynary Trust representative, 
presented BGCH Windward Capital Campaign 
co-chairs Mitch O’ Dlier and Suzy Churchill with a check for $500,000. This significant 
gift takes us one step closer to completing our Windward campaign and endowment 
campaign. The committee anticipates the full campaign to be complete in June 2008.

The highlight of the evening was the attendance of James and Juanita Wo of the Wo 
Foundation. Their commitment to the BGCH 21st Century Leadership Program allows 
BGCH to engage staff by teaching management and leadership concepts through hands-
on experience.  Course content included Corporate Culture, Strategic Planning, Personal 
Leadership Style, Corporate Ethics and Social Responsibility, Basics of Accounting, 
Balanced Scorecard, Business Communications, Basics of Negotiations, Entrepreneurship 
and Business Plan Development and Presentations.  After completing the program, 
participants continue to receive continuous education through the Total Excellence 
Program which provides participants with various learning opportunities as well as 
briefings from experienced and respected business and community leaders in our State.  
As graudates of the Leadership Program, staff members Lana Keamo (Waianae), Akoni 
Racoma (Windward) and Lynelle Vaesa’u (Waianae) made a special presentation for the 
group highlighting potential program growth areas for BGCH. 

With the help of students: Roycen Daley, Waianae Torch Club Vice President, Chezlani 
Lee, Hale Pono Board Secretary and Shelly Yoshimura, Windward 
Clubhouse member, the audience learned about BGCH’s annual 
It Takes Just One Campaign, which hopes to raises approximately 
$250,000 in operating support dollars. Last year, the top five 
individuals helped gave over $33,000 for BGCH.

The meeting is a testament to our dedicated branch, corporate and 
alliance board members for their countless hours of support and 

service to BGCH. Special thanks to our Kauai branch board members Miles Shibata, Jo 
Ann Yukimura and Maureen Mulvihill for joining our meeting. q

Message from Board President, Robin Yoshimura
Dear Friends,

Warmest mahalo to all of you for the overwhelming vote of confidence and support 
shared with me as I begin what looks like a very busy two years.  Our annual meeting 
in January which was well-represented by every facet of our organization fully exhibited 
the breadth of the Club’s reach into our communities and the depth of talent in our Board 
and Staff.  This is indeed an exciting time for all of us.

The groundbreaking of the NFL YET Center – Hawaii in Nanakuli earlier this month 
was not merely the culmination of several years of diligent commitment but more a 
celebration of the relentless pursuit of achieving what is good and right for our Keiki.  As 
the Board’s representative, I was humbled to stand before the crowd to break ground on 
behalf of all of you.  Thank you for such a great and special honor.

As I look forward toward the next couple of years, it is my promise to all of you that I will 
work hard to fulfill the obligations of my position and to carry on the tradition set by my 
predecessors.  Please know that I will challenge all of us to become more fully engaged 
in the Mission of the Club.  Yes, that will mean a commitment of our time, our talents 
and our effort, but I promise that you will have fun and feel good about being part of 
something very special. o
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She’s a bubbly young woman with a heart of gold. 12 year old Jasmine Hernandez 
attends BGCH Wilikina Outreach activities at Kauhale Nani Housing and knows 
how to observe and do her part.

As an only child in her family, Jasmine noticed that kids in her neighborhood might 
be able to use some of her clothes. She went through her closet and selected some 
trendy pieces to donate. She brought the clothes to the Club and slowly but surely, 
the clothes have been taken by kids that need it. 

It is unselfish acts like Jasmine’s that unites the community. 
Thank you, Jasmine, for setting a great example for all of us. '

Hawaii's Department of Education (DOE) recognized Boys and Girls Club of 
Hawaii on December 11, 2007 for our outstanding contributions to Hawaii’s public 
schools. Together, we are excellent examples of how commitment and engagement 
can promote and positively affect student achievement and the education system in 
Hawaii. 

The award was accepted on behalf of the BGCH by Melissa Trew, BGCH Director of 
Operations, John Komeiji, former BGCH President and Frances Rivero, Hale Pono 
Ewa Beach Clubhouse Director. Pat Hamamoto, DOE Superintendent and Karen 
Knudsen, DOE First Vice Chairperson, were also present. d

Waianae Toy Drive

Leaders In Training and Touch Club leadership members wanted to do
something special in the Waianae community. After successfully 
making 15 food baskets to distribute to homeless families for 
Thanksgiving, they had to think of something appropriate for 
Christmas. Together, they collected over 20 toys for two homeless 
Waianae Clubhouse members. Both children were surprised and 
grateful for the gifts and such great friends.

Clubhouse kids had the opportunity 
to learn golf etiquette and watch 
professionals at the 10th annual Sony 
Open in Hawaii held January 7-14, 
2008. Kids enjoyed spending the 
afternoon at the Waialae Country Club 
and learning tricks of the trade. =

Boys & Girls Club of Hawaii Staff, Clubhouse youth, parents and friends 
volunteered their entire Sunday to participate in the NFL Pro Bowl Recycling Project 
on February 10, 2008.  

Throughout the stadium, the youth collected cans and bottles left in designated bags 
by tailgaters.  They tirelessly collected and sorted the nine truck loads of cans and 
bottles. The NFL Environmental Program provided juice and morning snacks for 
the youth, while the Clubhouses chipped in to provide coolers, tents and pick up 
trucks.  Special mahalo goes to Pizza Hut for donating 25 large pizzas, the City and 
County of Honolulu for trash bags and disposable gloves, Sam’s Club for soda and 
water.  Proceeds from all of the recyclables collected from tailgaters at the stadium, 
NFL Tailgate Party and from the football festival will benefit the BGCH Leaders in 
Training program. q
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Thanks for making this a success!


